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The pet food industry is proud of its thriving circular business model.
We use many by-products from the human chain, which include
Category 3 animal fafs. This prevents the need for final disposal
and supports farmers. Manufacturers are skilled at adding value to
these ingredienfs by converting them info nutritious pet food. This
supports our contribution fo the circular economy.

Animal by-products (ABPs) are materials of animal origin  that
people do not consume. They do not enter the human food chain.
In the UK and Europe, animal by-products are classified into three
cafegories: Category 1, Category 2 and Cafegory 3 depending on
the source of the raw material and the intended use. The pet food
industry can only use Cafegory 3 ABPs.

Category 3 ABPs are from animals declared fit for human
consumption. These are ideal pet food ingredients due fo their
high nutritional value and should be used in the best possible way
to preserve resources. Category 1 and 2 animal fats are forbidden
for animal feeding for safety reasons but are allowed for biofuel
production.

Category 3 animal fafts are essenfial raw materials for our
petfs’ diets. They provide a source of energy and palatability
but above all essenfial fafty acids, such as omega-6 for a
healthy skin and coat. They also help the absorption of fatf-
soluble vitamins in the body to help maintain pets’ health and
wellbeing.

They are subject to strict requirements on sourcing and collecting,
processing, and control. Category 3 animal fats cannot be easily
replaced as a pet food ingredient.

UK Pet Food firmly believes that food, such as Category 3 animal
fafs, which is not infended for human consumption, should be
repurposed according fo the food waste hierarchy, ie, pet food
(re-use animal feed) rather than energy (recovery) as indicated
below. This sits well above energy use in WRAP’s material hierarchy
of most-preferable options for food waste disposal.

Most preferable option

PREVENTION

Waste of raw materials, ingredients
and product arising is reduced -
measured in overall reduction in waste.

_ Redsiriution fo pecple

Sent to animal feed.

omens

RECYCLING
Waste or anaerobic digestion; or

Waste composted.

RECOVERY
Incineration of waste with energy recovery.

DISPOSAL
Waste incinerated without energy recovery.
Waste sent fo landfill.

Least preferable Waste ingredient/product going fo sewer.

option

Unfortunately, there is increasing pressure on availability due to Category
3 animal fafs being used in other secfors such as biofuels, which are
much lower in ferms of waste hierarchy. The Pet Food Industry will
continue fo communicate the importance of Category 3 animal fats
in pet food. They are vital ingredients, which confribute fo our circular
business model, and they cannot easily be replaced. Imports from
countries outside of Europe, or sourcing alternative ingredients, will
lead fo greater environmental impacts. Fixing one environmental issue
to cause another is not a sustainable way forward.

We are feeding a nation of 38 million pets - we need a food system
where the circular use of these valuable resources is safeguarded.
Category 3 animal by products used to produce pet foods should
be excluded from use in biofuels. This does not risk a slowdown
in the decarbonisafion of the fransport sector as this can still be
achieved using more suitable sustainable alternatives which do not
meet the standards for use in pet food.

MORE INFORMATION CAN BE FOUND AT WWW.UKPETFOOD.ORG
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